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ALEXANDRIA DECLARATION on Underwater Cultural Heritage  

"From Protection to Development " 

Bibliotheca Alexandrina  

Alexandria, Arab Republic of Egypt 

20 August 2026 

Preamble 

We, the participants in the celebration of the first International Day for 

Underwater Cultural Heritage and the twenty-fifth Anniversary of the 2001 

UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 

(hereinafter “the UNESCO 2001 Convention”), meeting in Alexandria, Egypt, 

Recalling the principles and objectives of the UNESCO 2001 Convention, which 

establishes the international framework for safeguarding underwater cultural 

heritage for the benefit of humanity; 

Recognizing the remarkable progress achieved over the past twenty-five years in 

advancing its protection through regulations and legal frameworks, international 

cooperation, scientific research and capacity-building; 

Recognizing further that the 25th anniversary marks not only a milestone in the 

history of the UNESCO 2001 Convention but also an opportunity to define a 

renewed international vision for the future; 

Acknowledging that climate change, environmental degradation, rapid coastal 

development, looting and other global challenges require more integrated 

approaches linking culture, nature, people and sustainable development; 

Affirming that underwater cultural heritage is of an non-renewable nature and an 

irreplaceable part of Humanity's shared heritage, whose value extends beyond its 

archaeological significance to include educational, cultural, and sustainable 

development dimensions. 
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Hereby adopt this Alexandria Declaration. 

Article 1: A New Vision 

The first twenty-five years of the UNESCO 2001 Convention established the 

international foundations for protecting and promoting underwater cultural 

heritage. 

The next twenty-five years should build upon these achievements by fostering a 

broader understanding of maritime and underwater cultural heritage, its value to 

society, and its contribution to the achievement of the United Nations Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

Article 2: Heritage in the Service of Society 

Maritime and underwater cultural heritage is more than a record of the past. 

It expands knowledge. 

It enriches education. 

It strengthens cultural identity and diversity. 

It deepens understanding of the relationship between people and oceans. 

It inspires innovation and responsible stewardship of marine environments. 

Its significance lies not only in the human legacy it preserves, but also in its 

contribution to society, sustainable development, peacebuilding and international 

cooperation. 

Article 3: Protection Enables Development 

Protection remains the essential condition for every present and future benefit 

that underwater cultural heritage can provide. 
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The provisions of the UNESCO 2001 Convention and the principles of its Annex, 

including responsible scientific research, ethical practice, sensitization, 

accessibility and international cooperation, shall continue to guide all activities 

directed at underwater cultural heritage. 

Protecting maritime and underwater cultural heritage is only the beginning; its 

lasting significance lies in the knowledge, opportunities, and societal benefits that 

it continues to generate. 

Article 4: Heritage and Sustainable Development 

Maritime and underwater cultural heritage should be recognised as an integral 

component of sustainable development. 

When responsibly protected and managed, it contributes to education, scientific 

research, environmental stewardship, sustainable tourism, the fight against illicit 

trafficking, resilient coastal communities, ocean literacy, cultural diplomacy, 

international cooperation and to the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

Recognising these contributions, we reaffirm that culture plays a vital role as a 

driver of development, rather than solely a beneficiary of its outcomes. 

Article 5: A Shared Responsibility 

Achieving this vision requires concerted efforts and cooperation among all 

stakeholders. 

UNESCO, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental organizations, 

governments,  universities, museums, research institutions, local communities, 

Indigenous Peoples, civil society, sea and waterfront practitioners and the private 

sector all have complementary responsibilities in safeguarding underwater 

cultural heritage and enabling its contribution to society. 
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The sharing of knowledge and good practices, partnership and capacity-building 

remain essential for achieving this common objective. 

Article 6: The Alexandria Vision 

This Declaration marks the beginning of a renewed international agenda for 

maritime and underwater cultural heritage. 

It reaffirms that protection will always remain the cornerstone of international 

action. 

It also recognises that the true success of the UNESCO 2001 Convention should be 

measured not only by the heritage that has been safeguarded, but also by the 

benefits that safeguarding creates for people, knowledge, sustainable 

development and future generations. 

From Alexandria, this Declaration calls for concrete action to: 

• Integrate maritime and underwater cultural heritage into national policies 

for sustainable development, coastal management, climate action, 

education, and tourism.  

• Establish national research programmes and shared databases and 

implement long-term capacity-building initiatives.  

• Develop responsibly managed archaeological sites, museums, and public-

access programmes that benefit coastal communities.  

• Establish lasting partnerships among governments, universities, 

international organizations, civil society, and maritime sectors.  

• Review progress periodically and share outcomes and best practices 

internationally.  
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Through these actions, we seek to build a future in which maritime and 

underwater cultural heritage becomes a strategic resource for generating 

knowledge, advancing sustainable development, and enhancing community well-

being, while ensuring its long-term protection and preservation and its 

transmission to future generations as an integral part of humanity’s shared 

heritage. 

Adopted by the participants in the International Day for Underwater Cultural 

Heritage and the 25th Anniversary of the 2001 UNESCO Convention. 

Alexandria, Egypt 

20 August 2026 


